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26 July 2016 
 

Health and Wellbeing Board Big Tent 
Engagement Event 2016 
 

 
 
 

Report of Andrea Petty, Strategic Manager – Policy, Planning  and 
Partnerships, Children and Adults Services, Durham County Council 

 
Purpose of Report 
 

1 The purpose of this report is to present the Health and Wellbeing Board with details 
of the Big Tent Engagement Event 2016 and the proposed agenda, attached at 
Appendix 2, for agreement. 

 
Background 
 
2 The Health and Wellbeing Board host an annual Big Tent Engagement Event to 

gather the views of stakeholders.  This will be the fifth annual engagement event. 
 
3 In 2015, the Big Tent Event was attended by over 260 stakeholders ranging from 

service users, patients, carers, representatives from the voluntary and community 
sector and other NHS and local authority partners. 

 
4 The four previous Big Tent events have been facilitated by a representative from the 

Local Government Association (LGA), as part of the LGA’s ‘Health and Wellbeing 
System Improvement Programme’ for Health and Wellbeing Boards, local authorities, 
Clinical Commissioning Groups and local Healthwatch organisations.   

 
Big Tent Engagement Event 2016  
 
Date and Venue 
 

5 The Big Tent Engagement Event 2016 will take place on 5th October 2016, 12.00 pm 
– 4.00 pm.  This date has been held in the diaries of Health and Wellbeing Board 
members.   

 

6 The event is booked for 200 delegates, which will include service users, patients and 
carers. 

 
Proposed programme for the event 
 

7 A proposed draft programme for the Big Tent event 2016 is attached at Appendix 2 
for agreement with further details outlined below. 
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Facilitation 
 
8 John Tench from the LGA has agreed to facilitate the event.  He will provide a broad 

national overview which includes a policy update, and feedback from their “State of 
the Nation” report which reviewed Health and Wellbeing Boards and found a small 
but significant number, including County Durham Health and Wellbeing Board, 
function effectively and play a genuine leadership role across the local health and 
care system. 
 

9 He will also ensure there is continuity throughout the day and introduce the 
workshops as well as a valuable external perspective on the issues being discussed 
and points raised throughout the day in providing observations as part of the final 
session.   

 

Key Note Speaker 
 
10 Duncan Selbie, Chief Executive, Public Health England and Chair of the NHS/North 

East Combined Authority Commission for Health and Social Care Integration in the 
North East has accepted the invitation and confirmed that he will provide the key note 
speech at the Big Tent event. 
 

Themes/Workshops 
 
11 Suggestions for the themes of workshops are mapped against the Joint Health and 

Wellbeing Strategy objectives and outlined below.   
 
Objective 1: Children and young people make healthy choices and have the best 
start in life 
 

• Child Poverty/Welfare Reform (Led by Roger Goodes, Head of Policy and 
Communications, Durham County Council) 

 
County Durham has higher levels of child poverty than the England average, 
with 21.5% of children and young people aged between 0-19 years living in 
relative poverty, compared to the England average of 18.1%. 
 
A poverty action plan for County Durham is in place which has the vision “To 
work together to reduce and prevent poverty as far as possible across County 
Durham”.  This workshop will look to share information and gather views from 
participants in relation to the partnership actions to reduce child poverty, with a 
particular focus on health. 

 
Objective 2: Reduce health inequalities and early deaths 
 

• Oral Health (Led by Chris Woodcock, Public Health Portfolio Lead) 
 
The Health and Wellbeing Board received an update on the progress of the 
development of an Oral Health Strategy for County Durham at their meeting in 
March 2016.  A draft Oral Health Strategy has been developed which will be 
subject to wider consultation and engagement.  This workshop will be part of 
the engagement process.  The Oral Health Strategy for County Durham is due 
to be presented to the Health and Wellbeing Board for agreement in 
November 2016. 
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This workshop will focus on issues which impact upon children, young people 
and adults. 

 

• Reducing obesity (Led by Gill O’Neill, Interim Director of Public Health 
County Durham and Julie Russell, Strategic Manager, Culture and Sport, 
Durham County Council) 
 
Following the publication of the Director of Public Health’s Annual Report, 
‘Obesity – An issue too big to ignore … or too big to mention’, this workshop 
will outline progress made in developing the report and gather views on how 
the key actions within it can be implemented.  Links to the Healthy Weight 
Strategic Framework and the Physical Activity Framework will be explored.  
 
This workshop will focus on issues which impact upon children, young people 
and adults. 

 

• Work of the Community Wellbeing Partnership (Led by Graeme Greig, 
Senior Public Health Specialist, Durham County Council) 
 
A workshop on Housing and Health took place at the Big Tent Engagement 
Event 2015 following feedback from the LGA Peer Challenge which 
recommended building stronger links between health and wellbeing and 
housing.  This workshop will include feedback since the last event in relation 
to housing and health and the work taking place through the Community 
Wellbeing Partnership with a specific reference to social isolation and housing.   
 
This workshop will focus on issues which impact upon children, young people 
and adults. 

 
Objective 3: Improve the quality of life, independence and care and support for 
people with long term conditions 

 
• Integration (Led by Michael Houghton, Director of Commissioning and 

Development, North Durham CCG and Paul Copeland, Strategic 
Manager, Durham County Council) 
 
An Integration workshop was held at the Big Tent Engagement Event 2015 
and this year’s workshop will look to consolidate progress made in the 
intervening period.  The Health and Wellbeing Board focused on Health and 
Social Care integration at their development session in May 2016.   
 
This workshop will focus on issues which impact upon adults. 
 

• Post Winterbourne transformation of Learning Disabilities services (Led 
by Lesley Jeavons, Head of Adult Care) 
 
The Health and Wellbeing Board received a report on the Fast Track Plan - 
Transforming Care for People with a Learning Disability in November 2015.  
This set the intention to redesign in-patient and community services to meet 
the needs of individuals with a learning disability following the Winterbourne 
Report.  This workshop will explore the impact across health and social care 
services and how the work will be progressed across partner agencies. 
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This workshop will focus on issues which impact upon adults. 
 

• MacMillan partnership project (Led by Kirsty Wilkinson, Public Health 
Portfolio Lead, Durham County Council) 
 
People with a cancer diagnosis are now living longer and cancer is becoming 
more of a long term condition. Durham County Council has partnered with 
Macmillan in the first Local Authority Partnership Project in England.  The 
project, currently in its early planning stages, will ensure people who have a 
cancer diagnosis have a holistic needs assessment around practical, physical, 
family/relationships, emotional, spiritual and lifestyle concerns and meet the 
needs of people living with cancer and their carers’ at key transitions in their 
cancer journey.  The project will build on the assets already available within 
the communities and develop a new service to ensure people living with 
cancer and their carers/families have a better experience and improved quality 
of life with or beyond cancer.  This workshop will launch the consultation 
process to make sure that the design of the new service is right for the people 
of County Durham. 
 
This workshop will focus on issues which impact upon adults.  

 
Objective 4:  Improve the mental and physical wellbeing of the population 
 

• Mental Health Services in County Durham (Led by Alison Ayres, Joint 
Commissioning Manager, Mental Health, North of England 
Commissioning Support, David Shipman, Strategic Commissioning 
Manager Learning Disabilities/Mental Health, Durham County Council, 
and Catherine Richardson, Public Health Portfolio Lead, Durham County 
Council) 
 
This workshop will look at the promotion of mental health, wellbeing and 
preventions services in County Durham for children and adults. 
 
This will include tackling stigma and discrimination and the role of physical 
activity, arts and culture as part of the approach to improving mental health 
and wellbeing and reducing social isolation. 

 

Attendees  
 

12 A list of organisations / groups that are proposed to be invited to the Big Tent Event 
is attached at Appendix 3, although it should be noted that this is currently under 
review. 
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Recommendations 
 
13 The Health and Wellbeing Board is requested to:  

 

• Agree the proposed programme for the Big Tent Event 2016 (Appendix 2); 

• Agree or make comment on the themes for workshops; 

• Provide any comments on proposed organisations / groups to be invited to 
the Big Tent Event (Appendix 3); 

• Provide any further comments to Andrea Petty, Strategic Manager, Policy, 
Planning and Partnerships by 5th August 2016. 
 

Contact:     Julie Bradbrook, Partnership Manager – Policy, Planning and   
                    Partnerships, Durham County Council   

Tel:              03000 267325 
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Appendix 1:  Implications 

  
Finance – No direct implications. 
 
Staffing – No direct implications. 
 
Risk - No direct implications.  
 
Equality and Diversity / Public Sector Equality Duty - The key equality and diversity 
protected characteristic groups are considered as part of the process to identify the 
groups/organisations to be invited to the Big Tent Event 2016. 
 
Equality Impact Assessments will be completed for both the Integrated Needs Assessment 
(INA) 2016 and Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy (JHWS) 2017-20. 
 
Accommodation - No direct implications. 
 
Crime and Disorder – The JSNA provides information relating to crime and disorder. 
  
Human Rights - No direct implications. 
 
Consultation – Feedback from the Big Tent Event 2016 will inform the Joint Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy 2017-20 to ensure the strategy continues to meet the needs of the 
people in the local area and remains fit for purpose.  It will also influence other relevant 
plans and strategies of partner organisations of the Health and Wellbeing Board. 
 
Procurement – The Health and Social Care Act 2012 outlines that commissioners should 
take regard of the JSNA and JHWS when exercising their functions in relation to the 
commissioning of health and social care services. 
 
Feedback from the Big Tent Event may lead to changes in service delivery as part of the 
relevant plans and strategies of partner organisations of the Health and Wellbeing Board.  
Any procurement implications will be considered as part of the individual potential changes 
to service delivery. 
  
Disability Issues – The needs of disabled people are reflected in the JSNA and JHWS.  
The Durham Centre has disability access and a hearing loop system is in place in the 
auditorium where main presentations and workshops will take place. 
 
Legal Implications - The Health and Social Care Act 2012 places clear duties on local 
authorities and Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) to prepare a JSNA and JHWS. 
The local authority must publish the JHWS. The Health and Wellbeing Board lead the 
development of the JSNA and JHWS.  
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Appendix 2 - Proposed Draft Programme 

Health and Wellbeing Board Engagement Event 2016 

Wednesday 5th October 2016, 12pm – 4pm 

 

The Durham Centre, Belmont Industrial Estate, Durham, DH1 1TN 

 

Draft Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Activity Lead 
12.00 -  
12.45pm 

Registration and buffet lunch / Networking 
 

 

12.45pm Welcome from Chair of the Health and 
Wellbeing Board 
 

Councillor Lucy Hovvels  
Portfolio Holder for Adult 
and Health Services 
 

12.50pm Introduction to Event 

 

John Tench 
Local Government 
Association 
 

1.00pm Key Note Speaker 

• National and regional perspective for health 
and social care integration 

Duncan Selbie  
 

1.30pm Introduction to group work John Tench 
 

1.45pm Group work (split by themes) 
 

• Child Poverty/Welfare Reform 

• Oral Health 

• Reducing obesity 

• Work of the Community Wellbeing 

Partnership 

• Integration 

• Post Winterbourne transformation of 

Learning disability services 

• McMillan partnership project 

• Mental Health Services in County Durham  

 

Table Facilitators 

3.45pm Next Steps and close John Tench 
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Appendix 3 - Proposed Groups / Organisations to be invited to the Big Tent Event 
2016 

 
Health and Wellbeing Board LifeLine 
Officer Health and Wellbeing Group School nurses 
Safeguarding Adults Board Personal School Advisors 
Local Safeguarding Children’s Board Care Home Association 
Children and Families Partnership Home Care Provider Forum 
Community Wellbeing Partnership Local Eye Health Network 
Mental Health Partnership Board Local Dental Network 
Older Adults Engagement Forum Local Pharmacy Network 
Learning Disability Engagement Forum Investing in Children 
Corporate Management Team Citizen’s Panel 
Economic Partnership Patient Reference Groups 
Environment Partnership JobCentre Plus 
Safe Durham Partnership National Probation Service 
Children and Families Partnership Community Rehabilitation Company 
County Durham Partnership Area Action Partnerships 
County Durham Mental Health Provider 
and Stakeholder Forum 

3 Rivers Local Nature Partnership 

County Durham Public Mental Health 
Forum 

Safe Durham Partnership 

JHWS Strategy Development Group Police and Crime Commissioner 
System Resilience Group Durham Constabulary 
Strategic Multi Agency Continuing Health 
Care Group  

County Durham and Darlington Fire and 
Rescue Service 

Intermediate Care Plus Operational 
Steering Group 

North East Regional Faiths Network 

Planned Care Board VCS organisations including: 
County Durham Carers Support 
Durham Community Action 
Cornforth Partnership  
Visual Impairment Problem Solving County 
Durham 
Age UK County Durham 
Pioneering Care Centre 
YMCA 
Collaborate Durham (Consortia of 
organisations working with homelessness) 
Durham Deafened Support 
DISC 
Waddington Street Centre (mental health 
support) 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
Stonham (housing support) 
Aspire (learning, support, wellbeing) 
Upper Teesdale Agricultural Support 
Services (mental health support) 
The Bridge, Family Action (young carers) 
Durham Community Action 
 

End of Life Care Group 
Learning Disability/Mental Health Joint 
Commissioning Group 
AWH Overview and Scrutiny 
CYP Overview and Scrutiny 
County Durham Members of Parliament 
Equality and Diversity Protected 
Characteristic Groups 
Gay Advice  
Healthwatch County Durham 
County Durham and Darlington Local 
Medical Committee 
GPs / Practice Managers 
National Housing Federation (includes 
local Housing Providers) 
Public Health Team 

Neighbourhood Services, DCC 

Regeneration and Economic Development, 
DCC 

 
 


